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Script
Buddha Weeps in Jadugoda

1999, India
Directed by Shriprakash
Production of KRITIKA & BIRSA

Subtitle: We dedicate this film to those surviving children whose consciousness today is
being formed and who, we are certain, will one day come up with answers for a
saner and more just world-community.

Subtitle: This film would not have been possible without the support of

Jharkhandi's Organization Against Radiation / The people of Jadugoda and the
surrounding villages / Majhi pargana Mahaal / Jharkhandi's Organisation for
Human Rights / Women Against Radiation / Delhi Forum, Delhi / PEACE, Delhi /
C.E.C., Delhi / The Other Dedia, Delhi / Pariayavaran Chetna Kendra, Potka /
National Alliance of people's Movement / Magic Lantern Foundation, Delhi / CSE,
Delhi / Jan Haq, Ranchi / PJC, Bagalore / TDH, Pune / GREENPEACE, Delhi /
ANUMIKTI / Samputn Kranti Vidyalaya, Vedchi / AKHRA, Ranchi / CHASS,
Chathi / Prerana Resource Centre, Hazati bagh / Abhiyaan, Madhupur / Visthapith
Mukti Vahini, Chandil / CHARKHA, Delhi / LAHAR Surat / Rastya Viksh
Utpadak, Sahkari Mahasangh, Anand / Humanscape, Mumbai / Delhi Discope
Company Ltd., Delhi

Durga Prasad Murmu, Noted Folk Artist: Our ancestors were driven out of their land by force. It
was probably present day Iran or Iraq (Ayara or Koynda Dishom).Uprooted from
their ancestral land they ware flung into utter darkness.They began groping for a
ray of light and were wandering in search of food and shelter.
From the depth of despair they cried out to Marang Buru, Protect us Oh God and
show us the way out of this darkness. We will worship you and offer you the first
fruit of everything before we taste of it. Marang Buru heard their prayers and a
ray of hope appeared for them.

Subtitle: BUDDHA WEEPS IN JADUGODA (Ragi: Kana: Ko Bonga Buru)

Commentary: Jharkhand, the land of forest, where the bounties of nature weave together with
the life processes of the Adivasi and create this unique centuries old civilization.
Jharkhand, home of the Santhal, Mundas, Ho, Oraon and other Adivasi. They
believe that they were driven away from the land of their ancestors. Jharkhand,
lies on the Eastern side of the Central India Peninsula, a land rich in minerals.

Durga Prasad Murmu: We, Adivasis do not have a written history. Our traditional songs, dances,
and festivals like Sohrai, Baha, Dasain etc, actually us of our past.
One of our songs tells us that we were born in Hihiri-Pipidi. We grew up in Hara-
Tare. Our first ritual ablution took place in Sasang Bera and we prospered in
Jarpi dishom.

Subtitle: Baha Festival, Village Domjuri

Durga Prasad Murmu: Our enemies could not stand this prosperity. Consumed with greed they
attacked us and drove us out from Chai-Champa to Badoli, to Koynra. They
destroyed our ancestral country time after time, till we came to settle in our
Singhdishom.

Durga Pasad Murmu: We followed the arrow our Marang Buru had shot and settled down where

it had landed. The same arrow also indicated our Jaherthan, our sacred grove, a
thick cluster of Sal trees, a place of worship for Marang Buru.
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Jerome Kujur, Journalist: Jharkhand is the homeland of us Adivasis. Wherever Adivasis

Commentary:

Sumi Soren:

Mangal Soren:

Commentary:

Ghanshyam Biruli

Commentary:

Interviewer:
Kali Podo Murmu:
Interviewer:

Kali Podo Murmu:

Commentary:

Hari Podo Murmu:

Commentary:

dwell the land is rich above and full of minerals below. But unfortunately these
rich natural resources are not for our progress and prosperity, it has become a
curse.

India's only productive uranium mine Jadugoda, Batin and Narwarpahar lies in
East Singhbhum district, also known by its traditional name Dalbumgarh. Near to
Jadugoda are the famous coppers mine of Mosaboni, Surda and Rakha, where
uranium, is also mined. Dalbhumgar is also historically famous, for it is here,
that for the first time the British crush the advasis and were humbled.

No, no not Jadugoda. The original name of this place was Jaragora.

The area was covered with very thick forest and wild animals roamed in board
daylight.

When it was discovered in the 18th century, uranium wasn't of much use. But
after the success of the Atomic Bomb in the Second World War, It become a symbol
of political power. Though uranium has been acclaimed as a source of cheap
electricity for the past fifty years. Its real value lay in in its use in nuclear
explosion.

Sealed within the earths crust, are a number of elements continuously
disintegrating and emitting harmful rays. These elements are called radioactive
elements. Uranium is just one of them. When uranium is brought to the surface,
the protective shield is lost, and it starts contaminating the atmosphere with its
harmful radioactive rays.

: The British first began mining these mountains. You can still find the

remains of British mines. You can still find some broken chimney and abandoned
mine ditches. You can see the same thing on that mountain.

The ore contains, very small percentage of uranium within it, so a large amount
of ore has to be processed at the mill at Jadugoda to obtain a reasonable amount of
uranium, for this the ore is converted in to liquid uranium concentrate.

Liquid uranium concentrate is also brought to the Jadugoda Mill from the copper
mines of Musaboni, Surdha and Rakha. This liquid concentrate is further
processed to form 'yellow cake'.

How far is the uranium mine from here ?
Close by
Did the management inform you of the hazards ?

No, they told us nothing. The ore is a hard rock. If we get a cut from these
stones, the wound takes a long time to heal. So we realized there must be some
dangerous substance in it.

There are three kinds of radiations: Alpha, Beta and Gamma. While Alpha cannot
penetrate the skin, where as Beta can to some extent. Gamma is powerful ray and
can penetrate not only through and through the human body but even up
through a 30cm thick of a concrete wall. Through invisible to naked eye.
Radiation causes irreparable damage to all living organisms. The penetration of
Alpha radiation is low, but when it enters the human body it continuously keeps
radiating.

Pregnant women who passed through the area would spontaneously abort.
We used to think that this was the work of the evil spirit. Now we have realized it
is not spirits, but the radiation. That is the cause.

Every kilogram of uranium yellow cake leaves behind thousands of tones of
waste, both liquid as well as solid. This is known as tailing. This entire process
consumes large amount of water almost three time of the quantity of the ore.
Even after the extraction of uranium over dozen highly radioactive elements like
Thorium, Radium and Radon remain in the waste. All these highly radioactive
waste are flushed with the tailings to the dam site called the Tailing dam, where
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they continue to radiate, for thousands of thousands of years.

Jairam Murmu: Our elders say that they never saw such diseases before. The jaws and teeth of our
cattle rot and fall out.

Commentary: The radioactive waste can spread from the tailing dam in many ways. Radon and
other radioactive gases can spread over huge areas. Winds can blow away the
sand like radioactive waste from uncovered tailing dam. These radioactive
particles enter our body through different roots.

This radioactive water enters the underground water, rivulets ponds and streams
and travels far and wide. Through the food chain radioactive nuclides also enter
our bodies, where they keep radiating within the delicate tissues of the body.

Interviewer: Was the village council informed that your lands are being taken for uranium
mining?

Mangal Majhi: No. They never consulted us. They say that all the lands belongs to the
government and they can take it away whenever they want. Who cares about us
Adivasis today?

Song: Since the days of our ancestors, we never got any justice. Not even from the
upholders of justice. We were uprooted from everywhere.

Commentary: While we all are exposed to some amount of natural radiation all the time, the
concentration of radiation at the Tailing Dams increases the health risks of the
people around the area.

Subtitle: Rainwater overflowing from the Tailing Dam.

V.T. Padmanaban, Director, Centre for Industrial Safety & Occupational Hazards: Those affected
by radiation run a greater risk of suffering or dying from cancer. If cancer deaths
are 1% amongst those unexposed to radiation, it increase to 2.5% amongst those
exposed to radiation. The same is true of children being born defects.

Kundu Melgandi: We call this fruit Tiril. The seed are not as before.

Interviewer: Before it was like this.

Kundu Melgandi: Now it is deformed like this. We do not know why.

Commentary: For the construction of the first tailing dam at Jadugoda, the rice fields of the
tribals were taken away by the Uranium Corporation of India Ltd. UCIL. When
this was filled, a second dam was constructed, further displacing villages.

Subtitle: Village Chatijkocha, Jadugoda, 17 April 1997

Mr. R. P. Verma, Deputy Manager, Mill, UCIL: After extracting uranium from the ore, only a
very little uranium will be left behind in the waste. In the dam we treat the waste.
Traces of radium and uranium are removed. Of course you do not drink this
water, but it will be treated. Yes the harmful dust may fly over you, but is as safe
as the sand in the river. Do not worry. We here to protect you. We grow grass in
the tailing dam and keep it wet, so that the waste doesn't reach you. The energy
rays that come out will not reach your homes. It will become gas and go up

without harming you in any way.

Ishwar Soren, Theater Artist: There was a warning board "No entry, radioactive area'. Why was
this put up and then removed ?

R. P. Verma : So nobody touches the sand or bathes, or graze the cattle there.

Ghanshyam Biruli: Our people have absolutely no information that it is dangerous. People
walk over it barefoot.

Subtitle: At the overflow from the Tailing.
Commentary: Thirty years ago, many gave up their lands for the construction of mines, the mill
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and tailing dams. Today they have no option but to risk their lives living near the
dam and collecting stones from the mine tailing for a livelihood.

Sumi Soren: This is uranium thread.

Interviewer: Where did you find it ?

Sumi Soren : Children bring scrap from the waste.

Interviewer: From the tailing pond ?

Sumi Soren: Yes. The mill dumps its waste and children bring bits home.
Ghanshyam Biruli: The summer storms bring the dust into our homes.
R.P. Verma : We kept a guards there.

Ishwar Soren: That's a lie! I'll give you my land free if it's true.

One from UCIL: No, no! Our guard is always there.

Ishwar Soren: Then how come our children are playing at the tailing dam? What do children
know about radioactivity? Sahib says there is a security guard.

R. P. Verma: Our security guard. May have slept off or gone somewhere.

Ishwar Soren: Dismiss him then!

R.P. Verma: Listen, he is also a human being.

Subtitle: File Shot (Underground Mines)

Commentary: Workers in the mill and the mines are continuously exposed to the risk of

radiation. What is alarming is that sometime, jobs in high radiation areas are
done by casual and construction workers, who are totally ignorant of the hazards
of radiation. While law stipulates periodic medical check ups for workers of the
company. For the benefit of casual worker, there is no such provision.

Magal Soren, Uranium miner: To get in to the mine, we are given mining boots and a piece of
cloth to shield us from the dust, but after one wash it becomes useless.

Magal Soren: Us the civil miners are not provided with mask or respirators. These are given
only to loco drivers.

Interviewer: Is there a regular medical check-up ?
Munilal Patro, Uranium miner: One in eight or ten years. In my case it was done fifteen years ago.
Interviewer: Did they tell you the result ?

Munilal Patro: No.

Interviewer: Do you know about radiation ?

Munilal Patro: I don't know much about it, but I feel it is harmful.
Interviewer: Did you consult the company doctors ?

Dhananjay Patro, Uranium miner: Yes.

Interviewer: What do they say ?

Dhananjay Patro: They haven't diagnosed it yet.
Interviewer: Do you know what's written here ?
Dhananjay Patro: NO.
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Interviewer:

R. N. Sharma, Retired UCIL Employee:

Interviewer:

R. N. Sharma:

Interviewer:

Budbeshwar Murmu, Former casual labour in uranium mine:

Interviewer:

Budbeshwar Murmu:

Song:

Subtitle:

Commentary:

Are any of your colleagues alive ?
All of them are dead. One is alive, no two.
How are they ?

Both are sick. Both are under treatment for tuberculosis.... But they go on
working.

Were you instructed to cover yourself or take a bath after work ?
No, nothing.
Were you given a film badge ?

No, only a helmet with a flashlight.

Wherever we have settled, we have been displaced again and again. This is our
history. God alone knows if this saga will ever end.

Jadugoda, 3 June 1996
Dr. Sangamitra Gadekar, a doctor by profession. She did a medical survey of the

villagers living around the Rawatbhatta Nuclear Power Plant in Rajasthan. When
she visited Jaduguda and near by villages, she made some startling observations.

Dr. Sangamitra Gadekar, Specialist in Radiation Hazards:

Dr. Gadekar:

Dr. Gadekar:

Interviewer:
Binneta Kui:
Interviewer:
Binneta Kui:
Interviewer:
Binneta Kui:

Dr. Gadekar:

Dr. Gadekar:

Dr. Gadekar:

Dr. Gadekar:

Commentary:
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In Jadugoda, I examined affected people in some villages. More than 150 people in
all.

I saw children and youth with congenital problems or skeletal-deformities like
extra or fewer fingers and toes.

Many people have skin problems or hyperkerotosis (toad-skin). This I saw in
children as well as the workers.

Your mother too had this ?
Yes.

Over the whole face and body ?
Yes.

Where is she ?

She is dead.

Black patches, I found in two case. I may have found more if I'd visited the whole
village. It's a pre-cancerous stage, skin cancer.

I found some cases of tumours too in adults in children. In some part of the body
is growing faster than the other. This rare disease hits 1 in 100,000. I saw this in
two children.

I saw cases with big heads and small heads, megacaphalic and microcephalic.

The other illness I saw was Downs Syndrome. It is very painful for the parents
and certainly for the child, he or she has to do all the work with inadequate
intelligence. Studies done at Hiroshima also identified such cases. It is an accepted
fact today that this can also be due to radiation.

Indeed there are some troubling questions: Why is it that abnormalities and birth
defects are found only in persons below 30 years of age? Why is there an unusual
increase in cancer and lung diseases in this area? The authorities say that
alcoholism is the root cause. And regarding the skin abnormalities, they say it is



R. N. Singh, Supervisor, UCIL:

Interviewer:

R. N. Singh:

Manju Das:

Interviewer:

Manju Das:

Dr. Gadekar:

Laxmi Das:

Sumitra Soren:

Interviewer:

Sumitra Soren:

Song:

Commentary:

due to the unhygienic living conditions of the Tribal people.

I have been working here since 1964, but I am healthy. My family
is healthy. Our children all are well.

It is said that there is a high incidence of cancer here ?

Come on now..., it is there all over India. How can they say its only Jadugoda?
People say anything

Whether woman or man all people here die young.... My son has to have blood
transfusion every month.... It's called Thalassemea.

Can you keep him alive ?

No.... God only knows.... What can we do? Two of my children died earlier. I told
my husband..., lets leave this place....

An increase in spontaneous abortion..., infant mortality, more sterile couples.

Three of my children died..., two in the womb.... One died after eight months...,
the face of this child was not even properly formed.

My first two sons died..., the third a girl..., also died. The boys lived a few hours,
the girl a seven days.... Married women are deserted, if they don't produce
children

Infertility has increased ?

Yes, many cases in this village itself.

Wake up wake up Adivasi breatheren. Wake up from your slumber. For a storm is
about to hit you, your world is soon to change.

To probe further into the health problems of the people of Jadugoda, the
Environment Committee of the Bihar State Legislative Council, instituted an
enquiry. A report was place in the state assembly in 1998.

Gautam Sagar Rana, Environmental Committee, Bihar State Legislative Council :

Subtitle:

Xavier Dias, Co-ordinator, Mining Concerns Desk BIRSA:

Xayvier Dias :

Xavier Dias:

Sriprakash, Co-ordinator, KITIKA:

It is clear that there are congenital deformities, burn marks due to uranium
radiation and infertility in women. The management denies that these are due to
radiation. Our Committee did not agree with their opinion.

Conference "Health & Environment", Organised by Center for Science and
Environment, Indian International Center, New Delhi, 6-9 July 1998

This is the tailing pond. There are two
tailing ponds. This is one and this is two. The pipe is taking into tailing pond two.
These are the pipes by which radioactive brought to the taling pond.

This is the transportation of Hawara route.
80% of the world's uranium comes from the indigenous land and 100% of the
Indian productive uranium comes from the Adivasis, tribal land that is, Jadugoda,

Jarkhand and Meghalaya.

The uranium tailings from the Mosabini copper mines are
dumped into the Subarnarekha River. What do you have to say about this?

Dr. U. G. Mishra, Director, Health, Safety and Environment Group, Bhabba Atomic Research Center,

Dr. Mishra:

Mumbai: But what was happening is that it is not coming under the
regulation production, because it is a natural radioactivity in the ore. But all the
same what we have done is that, we found that the water they were discharging,
it has a few parts of milligram of uranium.

As a matter of fact, after the ICRP-60 came, one scientist from Israel he published
a very interesting paper. He said that now the limits that are permitted for public
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exposers, there are more than the dose you will get by sleeping with you spouse.
Because a spouse has about 3000 becquerels of Potassium in his or her body, and
sleeping close to her or he, you get radiation dose. And if you take an annual
baisis, it works out more than what is permitted under the new regulation.

Dr. A. Gopalkrishnan, ExChif, Atomic Energy Regulatory Board :

Xavier Dias:

Dr. Mishra, :

The international Nuclear Safety Convention which India has signed in 1994,
requires an effective separation between the regulatory body and the promotional
body and India is in clear violation of it.

This is the highly radioactive material coming from Hyderabad and other centers
in drums. And this line is in the heavy traffic route, Hawara-Bombay route. A lot
of this yellow cake and layer of it lie on the route and on the railway platform.
And it all flies into trains like, Geetanjail Express etc.

My only submission is that, please do not give credit or discredit for everything to
nuclear radiation. None of these diseases are related to nuclear radiation dose. In
any case, yellowcake doesn't give any harm unless it goes inside your body.
Because yellowcake is a uranium which is pure Alpha emitter. You can handle
uranium with bare hands and nothing will happen to you.

Dr. Gopalkrishnan: Basic violation is that in the first place the drum should not have been

Song:

Subtitle:

broken. It should have been welded properly and handled properly so that it
shouldn't break. Second is that, the accumulation of such thing should not lie in a
public area, where children can sit on it and people can be walking past it. So all
this, and every step is a violation of practice and norms which is kept. This is no
excuse, that somebody is walking over the dried tailing pond and then to say,
“Well, even if you work out the radiation from that, it doesn't amount to much so I
think even if you walked over it, it is all right”. It is a violation. Internationally it
is a mutually agreed thing that the tailing ponds should be cordoned off and there
is no question of even animals walking over tailing ponds. It is a negligence
which should be considered as a criminal activity because that is the only way
that it can be controlled. I think in any other country chairman and managing
director of that organisation would be held responsible for the faults. It is not the
security guard standing there who will be hung first. It will be the chairman who
will have to answer in front of some committee or some court as to why people
were found walking over the tailing pond.

You are sitting here ignorant of all these happenings. The travails of you
forefathers is nothing compared to what's impending

Jadugoda, 17 June 1997

Medha Patkar, National Alliance of Peoples Movements: What are you doing here ?

K. K. Beri, Technical Director, UCIL, Jadugoda: We are constructing a tailing dam. I can tell you

30% of the money get wasted, no, not wasted, it only for the environmental
problem. 30% of the total cost comes only for this.

Ghanshyam Biruli: Listen, how long will it take to build this dam ?

K. K. Beri:

About 2 and half years.

Ghanshyam Biruli: With the rains, these tailings will be washed into our fields.

K. K. Beri:

Medha Patkar:

K. K. Beri:

Medha Patkar:

K. K. Beri:

We are fighting the time.

But why this dumping, even before the dam is built ?
Tailing is the part of the dam making.

You will build the dam with the tailings ?

Yes, it is for cost-benefit.

Sunil Minj, Journalist: Would this happen had Jadugoda been a non-tribal area? Would

44 «—

radioactive waste from Hyderabad, Mysore... and medical Institutions from all



Commentary:

over the country be dumped here? The daily deaths that are taking place here.
Will the Government not raise questions on it? What is our fault? That we are
Adivasis?

With two Tailing Dams saturated, UCIL started plans for their third Dam. More
lands of people had to be taken over. The tribals of Jharkhand have a history of
painful displacement and dispossession. Their symbiotic relationship with their
land, the forest, the dwellings of their spirits make any kind of land alienation life
threatening.

Sanjay Kumar, Deputy Commissioner (Empowered to "protect" Adivasis):

Subtitle:

Ishwar Soren:

Bangi Soren:

Lukai Soren:

People:
Commentary:

Commentary:

Commentary:

Commentary:

There was a need for a tailing pond. It was a national requirement. So we in the
district administration provided the necessary assistance. The only thing is, for
us it is very clear. You have to allow them, if it requires tailing pond, it will do it.

Chatijkocha, Jadugoda, January 1995

This happened the day after Republic Day, the day India became Independent or
god knows what.... But the very next day, before the ceremonial flowers had
dried, we were crushed, our houses were razed to the ground without notice. That
nasty Police Officer was also there, watching the whole show. What is our crime?
Our houses are broken down.... ... Because we are Adivasis?

Our ancestors made this terrain habitable by their sweat. We built our homes and
our spirits too made a dwelling in this country. My children say "Mother do not
cry"'. But how can I stop? Our land gave us life and a home where we could fell
secure. But now our homes are being razed to the ground.

Our mother died while we were small. I brought up my younger brothers and
sisters with difficulty... upon this very land but they bulldozed our home with
cruelty and destroyed everything we had.

Long Live Adivasi Unity! Long live our traditional system!

UCIL, with the help of the State administration and Paramilitary force, fence off
the area.

The Adivasis had only one option. They had to fight for their survival. Such has
been their history. Such is their present.

The people fought to save their land. Women and children slept in front of the
bulldozers. The police beat up people with batons. The police arrested them. But
police could not break the moral of the peoples' struggle.

Though powerless in an Independent nation, they to still possess the strength of
their traditions and culture. The movement did not stay local, it soon spread to
other far-flung villagers.

Dumka Murmu, Jharkhandi Organisation Against Radiation

Our organisation has decided that any decision concerning us will be taken here
on our land, in the presence of our people.

Subtitle: Chatijkocha, Jadugoda, 17 March 1997

S.D.O. (Law & Order) East Singbhum District: How can you talk of repression? If we had to use
force, why would we even talk to you under this tree? You are the original
inhabitants not foreigners right? Doesn't this Company also belong to you?

Subtitle: Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Hospital, Jamshedpur

Jairam Murmu:

Commentary:

Even though I am injured and in the hospital, I am not frightened. I am more
determined now, if I die, it will be on this land. I will not be denied my rights. We
will fight for our constitutional rights as citizens of India.

The struggle of the people was bringing in results. The first demand of the people

was met. The company apologised for desegrating their sacred groves. The land
around their sacred groves would not be acquired. Compensation rehabilitation
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People:

and a job per person were promised.

The water, the forest, the land all are ours!

Ghanshyam Beruli, Jharkhandi Organisation Against Radiation:

Our struggle is not merely for rehabilitation or jobs.

Ghanshyam Beruli: Our demands for relief may be met. But what about those going to be sick

tomorrow? This is a never-ending affair. So we want the uranium to be left where
it was, buried under the earth. Like a snake..., if you leave the snake alone..., it
will not harm you.

Ghanshyam Beruli: Buddha was born on this land. He is today one of our ancestors. Today, it

Subtitle:

Subtitle:
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is said that Buddha is smiling. But I think that when our children are born
deformed, and our people are dying of tuberculosis and cancer. His spirit and
spirits of our ancestors are weeping. The spirit of Buddha is weeping.

With the nuclear arms race the race to possess uranium and other radioactive
metals has spread. In India in the States of Meaghalaya, Rajasthan, Andhra
Pradesh and many more place Exploration and prospecting for uranium is going
on. On date of completing this film the promises of UCIL to rehabilitate, the
displaced people of the third tailing Dam at Chatijkocha has not been kept. People
are still living around the tailing dam despite the recommendations of the
Chairperson Report of the Environment Committee, Bihar State Legislative
Council of a 5 km safe zone.
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